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Request for Proposal

To Qualified Providers
VMRC-Community Placement Plan
Fiscal Year 2025-2026

Project # VMRC-2526-1-3

Project Type: Infant-Toddler Center Based ABA Program

Deadline for Submission: December 8, 2025

Description of Project: Valley Mountain Regional Center (VMRC) has identified the need to
expand Infant-Toddler (IT) Center Based Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) Program to individuals
under 36 months of age in Tuolumne, Calaveras and Amador County. Each county will be
awarded its own startup funds to develop individual centers to meet the needs of the
respective community. This resource is intended to meet VMRC’s unmet needs for infants and
toddlers receiving ABA services in Tuolumne, Calaveras, and/or in Amador County.

Interested parties are invited to submit an application packet for the development and
operation of the proposed project to VMRC by December 8, 2025.

VMRC-2526-1 $75,000 in start-up funding is available for Amador County.
VMRC-2526-2 $75,000 in start-up funding is available for Calaveras County.
VMRC-2526-3 $75,000 in start-up funding is available for Tuolumne County.

Each county has its own approval process and start-up award. The provider is not required to
apply for all three counties, but that all three counties are eligible for start-up funding.



An Information (optional) Session will be held on Microsoft Teams on Thursday November 20,
2025 @ 1:00-2:00 pm.

Microsoft Teams Need help?

Join the meeting now
Meeting ID: 253 716 809 551 6
Passcode: UC3XfOGX

Scope of Service: The selected service provider will be required to develop and operate an IT
Center Based ABA Program for infants and toddlers to receive behavioral therapy service and
social opportunities with neurotypical developing peers. The program targets intervention for
children with a diagnosis of Autism, who have been identified as at-risk for receiving the
diagnosis, or children with behavioral needs who would benefit from a more structured
intervention. In addition to ABA therapy service, the IT Center Based ABA Program provides a
unique opportunity for social engagement and play activities with neurotypically developing
peers, that may otherwise not be provided in the child’s home. Parent Training and
participation are also provided routinely. The IT Center Based Program initially provides ABA
therapy with 6 hours per week and may increase to 25 hours per week based on the individual
needs of the child. Social opportunity and play activities with neurotypically developing
children give the therapist and the child opportunities to practice new therapy skills with their
peers. A minimum of 20% of the child’s therapy hours are typically recommended for the
child’s social engagement sessions. The social engagement opportunity is a vital component of
the IT Center Based Program to support the child with social engagement opportunities prior to
exiting Early Start services and entering a preschool program.

All proposals must address certain basic points:

e The county in which the provider will develop and manage an IT Center Based Program.

e IT Center Based Program address and the number of children that will be served.

e The provider will have a Board-Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA), Behavior Management
Assistant, Behavior Management Technician and a Speech Therapist.

e A plan to have neurotypically developing children available for social engagement and play
activities at the center.

e An explanation on transitioning the child to social engagement activities and how the child will
be supported by the therapist. Include how the number of hours for therapy is determined and
how the number of hours for social engagement with peers is determined.

e Adescription of Parent Training, Parent Groups, and Parent Support Activities and how parents
receive support with their child’s services.

Eligibility of Applicants:

Applicants must have at least one year of prior experience providing direct supervision or
special services to infants and toddlers with developmental disabilities and a background in
providing ABA therapy services.


https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting?omkt=en-US
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Responses to the Request for Proposal will not be considered if any of the following conditions
exist:

A. The Center or Administrator has been subject to a licensing administrative action within the
last three years.

B. The Center or Administrator has been subject to written notification of an “Immediate
Danger” situation within the last three years.

C. The Center or Administrator has been subject to sanctions issued by a California Regional
Center as required by Title 17, CCR, Section 56057 within the last three years.

D The Center or Administrator is currently involved with a VMRC start-up project.

Application Package:

All applicants must demonstrate the following standards in their application:

1. Letter of Intent- typed and double-spaced, including:
A) A statement of purpose, including goals and expected outcomes
B) The applicant’s philosophy and values

Q) A summary of services and treatment strategies to be provided (clinical
strategies, consultants to be utilized, skill training, behavior management
program and social engagement activities)

D) Location of the center and an estimate of capacity to serve children
E) Strategy to invite typically developing children to participate at the center

F) Qualifications of applicant and Administrator (including work histories in
narrative form)

Request for Proposal Application Form [see Attachment 1]
Budget Proposal [see Attachment 2]

Strategic Plan (timeline for completion of project) [See Attachment 3]
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Resumes of Applicant and Administrator (if identified)

Criteria for Selection:

A Review Committee will evaluate each applicant’s RFP Application Packet and Budget
Proposal. Incomplete application packets will not be eligible for consideration. Qualified
applicants whose proposals score 75% and above will be scheduled for an interview. Applicants
should be prepared to answer questions about the contents of the RFP Application Packet and
Budget Proposal and the daily operation of the service before a panel of Review Committee
members. The applicant’s demonstrated commitment to serving people with developmental
disabilities will be given special consideration.

Reservation of Rights:

VMRC reserves the right to select a provider for the services described in this Request for
Proposal without further negotiations. VMRC may, at its sole discretion, select no applicant for
these services if, in its determination, no applicant is sufficiently responsive to the need.



Costs for Proposal Submission:

Applicants responding to this Request for Proposal shall bear all costs associated
with the development and submission of their RFP Application Packet. No costs
shall be charged to VMRC, the Department of Developmental Services, or the
State of California.

Format and Submission Requirements:

Applicants responding to this Request for Proposal must submit one electronic
copy only.

Hard copies will not be accepted.
Deadline:

RFP Application Packets must be received no later than December 8, 2025, at
5:00 p.Mm. Proposals received after 5 p.m. on December 8, 2025, will not be
considered.

Submit to:

Brian L. Bennett , Director of Community Services
bbennett@vmrc.net

Dissemination of Funds:

Disbursement of the Grant Funds will be made on a reimbursement basis for
approved expenditures accumulated monthly.


mailto:bbennett@vmrc.net

VMRC 2025-2026 CPP / CRDP RESPONSE for PROPOSAL TIMELINES

DATE ACTIVITY
Wednesday Request for Proposal release
October 22, 2025
Thursday Applicants conference on Microsoft Teams (prior
November 20, 2025, | registration not required)
1-2 p.m. Join the meeting now
Meeting ID: 253 716 809 551 6
Passcode: UC3Xf9GX
December 8, 2025 | Deadline for receipt of proposals

December 5- 12,
2025

Evaluation of proposals by selection committee
Interviews with highest-ranking applicants, if applicable.

January 5-9, 2026

Notice of selection mailed to applicants

June 30, 2026

Startup contract signed

January 12, 2026

Notification of project award posted on VMRC website
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